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Tue “Hitt TEsTIMONIAL.” 


We are desired by Prof. W. O. Williams to say 
that he hopes to be able to make the presentation at 
the Council meeting early in January. Gentlemen 
who intend to subscribe should send their contri- 
butions as soon as possible. Although one guinea 
has been accepted generally as the amount of sub- 
scription, Prof. Williams wishes it known that he 
will be only too willing to accept either crowns or 
sovereigns—he would even prefer a long list to a 
rich one. 

CoLoniaL APPOINTMENTS. 


Recently we published the Report of the Indian 
Civil Veterinary Department for 1905-6, which is 
very interesting in more than one respect. It 
reveals good work well done, and it suggests much 
more to be done in the future, when a Department 
which is still in its infancy becomes rore fully 
developed. At present, the chief obstacle to develop- 
ment is that such an immense area of country is 
entrusted to so small a body of workers—a point 
on which Major Pease more than once speaks out 
plainly in his report. In this respect, however, 
considerable improvement has been effected during 
the past year, and we hope and expect to see it 
continue. India alone offers a splendid field for 
veterinary work and, in addition to India, there are 
many other portions of the Empire in which the 
Government veterinary surgeon is beginning to be 
recognised, and will soon be fully acknowledged, 
as an economic necessity. To the middle-aged or 
elderly practitioner in England these reflections are 
pleasant, but quite impersonal. To the young one, 
however, they are often of keen personal interest, 
and there must at this moment be not a few of our 
recent graduates, whose thoughts are turning to 
India and the Colonies. 

On the whole, we think it may be said that 
Government appointments abroad, the number of 
which is increasing every year, are among the most 
promising of the various fields of labour now open 
tous. From the financial point of view it is true 
that no veterinary surgeon who devotes his life to 
the service of the State can hope for a reward such 
as a few of our number gain from private practice. 
On the other hand, we have little doubt that, if the 
average net income of the practitioner who has met 
with ordinary success could be accurately estimated 
and compared with the salary of the Government 
veterinarian, the latter would be found to have no 
cause for complaint. And as time goes on, and the 


value of the veterinary surgeon becomes more 
clearly demonstrated throughout the Empire, it is 
scarcely likely that his remuneration will diminish. 

At the same time we do not think that young 
graduates should be indiscriminately advised to 
seek these appointments. Much, of course, de- 
pends on the country proposed, and this should be 
taken into account together with the physical and 
mental attributes of the prospective candidate. The 
men who hold these positions at present may, in 
many parts of the world, be fairly described as 
pioneers ; and the path of a pioneer is seldom an 
easyone. An excessive amount of hard and often 
extremely responsible work, veiled or open hostility 
on the part of native stock-owners, more or less 
complete isolation from intercourse with Euro- 
peans, exposure to a tropical climate, and risk of 
tropical diseases—all these difficulties and hardships 
a Government veterinary surgeon may have to face, 
and by no means every member of the profession 
is fitted to do so successfully. But one who %s so 
fitted can scarcely spend his professional life more 
worthily than in disseminating veterinary know- 
ledge in some one of the many dependencies of the 
British Empire. 


MoperRN THERAPEUTICS. 


We believe it was Voltaire who once defined the 
art of medicine as “putting drugs of which we 
know little into bodies of which we know less.” 
The advance of modern pathology and its bearing 
upon therapeutics suggest that the cynical French- 
man was more correct than he dreamed. Every 
clinician who takes even a casual interest in patho- 
logy knows that its present tendency is to find the 
cure for disease within the patient’s own body, and 
to distrust, if not to altogether condemn, what is 
now described as “‘intra-corporeal medication.” 

There have always been a few clinicians suffi- 
ciently unorthodox to be sceptical as to the value 
of drugs, and it now seems likely that their dis- 
belief, to some extent at least, will be supported 
from the laboratory. The whole subject is 
intensely interesting, but it has now reached a stage 
at which the pathologist must lead the c.inician. 
New methods of treatment are emanating from the 
laboratory, based upon investigation and reason- 
ing which the clinician can only grasp vaguely in 
theory, though, by his observation of their effects 
in every day practice he can render invaluable 
assistance to the pathologist. To whatextent those 
methods will displace the old ones we cannot say, 
but it is probable that the next few years will see 
some startling changes in our therapeutics. 
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“ Careful observation makes a skilful practitioner but 
his skill dies with him. By recording his observations 
he adds to the knowledge of his profession, and assists by 
his facts in building up the solid edifice of Pathological 
Science.” ‘ 


RUPTURE AND TWIST. 


About 10 o’clock one night I was passing the 
stables of a corn merchant, and was called in to one 
of bis horses which had been working well all day 
and was vaguely described as having been “ taken 
bad” an hour or two before. The animal was lying 
on his side in a small box, in a situation and position 
anything but favourable for an examination by the 
light of a single candle. He was pulseless, with 
cold extremities, and did not appear to be likely to 
live for more than two or three hours at most. No 
treatment had been adopted, and all efforts to get 
the animal up after he had gone down, about an 
hour previously, had been fruitless. 

I gave a hypodermic injection of atropine, which 
was about the most suitable thing I had with me, 
and saw the case again towards midnight. I then 
found that the owner, on his own account, had 
given about three-quarters of a bottle of whisky, 
and was inclined to congratulate himself upon the 
result. The horse was now on its feet and standing 
quietly in the box, so that a more satisfactory ex- 
amination was possible. The pulse could now be 
just felt but so indistinctly that it was impossible to 
count it, and the extremities were as cold as before. 
The respirations were short, quick and shallow, 
the mucous membranes dull red, and the internal 
temperature 102°. There was no sweating, and 
beyond what text-books describe as an “anxious” 
expression of countenance, no evidence of pain. 

timulant treatment was adopted, but the animal, 
after standing perfectly quiet through the night, fell 
and died about six in the morning. 

The post-mortem revealed a ruptured stomach, 
which did not surprise me, and a twisted small in- 
testine—which did. The portion of intestine in- 
volved, though of course a good deal congested, was 
not so much so as is usually seen in animals that 
have died from twist alone, for at no part was it 
black or gangrenous, or even approaching that con- 
dition. 

I have seen death from twisted intestine without 
any very acute symptoms of pain during life. But 
T have never before or since seen twist associated 
with ruptured stomach, so note the case. 

Perhaps I should also say that the horse had had 
a pretty hard day’s work. | 

“Youna PRActITIONER.” 


“Some cases there are which teach us the uselessness 
of trying to lay down hard-and-fast rules as to when this 
or that treatment is indicated. General principles there 
must always be, but that surgeon will be most success 
ful who is untrammelled by rules and is guided only by 
his experience and the demands made by the symptoms 
of the individual case.”—HERBERT TILLEY. 


AN IMPROVED SHEEP-DIPPING BATH. 


By Tuomas H. Datz, M.R.C.V.S., 
G.V.S. Potchefstroom. 


Thanks to the courtesy of Captain’ Bennett, Dis- 
trict Commandant, Potchefstroom, and Captain 
Place, District Commandant, Wolmaransstad, the 
police in this district have compiled a list of the 
sheep dipping baths recently erected in their re- 
spective patrol areas. This list contains the owner’s 
name, farm with number, approximate number of 
sheep and goats dipped, and the charge made to 
owners of sheep for the use of the bath. It is thus 
very complete, and, thinking that the farmers of 
the Transvaal would be interested to know what 
their brethren of the West are doing in the fight 
against scab, a short summary of these reports is 
here given with a rough sketch of an improved dip. 
The number of dips built in the Potchefstroom dis- 
trict is 31, situated on 30 farms fairly evenly dis- 
tributed throughout the district. In one instance 
five owners on the same farm joined together and 
shared the expense, whilst in several cases two 
farmers combined for the same reason. The 
total number of sheep and goats dipped is 57,447, 
or an average of 1853 for each dipping bath. 

In the Wolmaransstad district 53 new dipping 
baths have been built on 50 farms, and they are so 
evenly distributed throughout the country that very 
few farmers of sheep are able to plead that there is 
no dip within easy distance The total number of 
animals dipped in this area 144,866, or an average 
for the 84 baths of 1,724. - 

These baths are all of a permanent character, but 
vary very much in design and the material used. 
In some cases the owner has followed approved 
lines; in others he has diverged from them for 
various reasons. In some it has been a question 
of “‘ pocket’; in others again the character of the 
building material nearest to hand has had a help 
in determining the shape and size of the prospec- 
tive dip. Some are very elaborate and expensive, 
others again little more than an oblong cement 
tank sunk into the ground and big enough to dip 
one animal at a time; but of whatever type they 
are, they are all a long way in advance of the ox 
hide slung from a tree, or the bully beef tin and the 
bit of rag, which was in vogue when I took over 
these districts three years ago. 

Plate cxxx1. shows a rough sketch of a dipping 
tank supplied by Stock Inspector Danvers, who is 
stationed at Wolmaransstad, which possesses many 
peculiar advantages of its own. I think that I am 
right in saying that no one dip has all the advan- 
tages of the one illustrated, but many possess some 
of them and they have been found to work well. 
A short description will, perhaps, help to explain 
the sketch. A collecting pen is provided with a 
race to the dip which differs from those most com- 
monly seen, in that the bath is not at the end of it 
but at the side, the reason for this being that the 
sheep cannot see the dip from the collecting pen 
and thus come out of the collecting pen 
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boldly to join three or four of their fellows in the 
decoy pen at the other end of the race. They never 
get there, however, as opposite the bath there is 
an opening in the race wall and the floor at this 
point consists of an iron slide set at such an angle 
that the sheep cannot obtain a foothold but slide 
down it through the curtain into the bath. This 
cortain consists of a piece of old sacking nailed 
across a rail from A to B, which prevents the sheep 
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round again, which saves catching it and throwing 
it in again as in the old way. Fourthly, as the 
centre is solid, very much less water is required to 
fill the bath, and, consequently, very much less dip 
is used, and money is saved, The exit race does 
not differ materially from those usually illustrated 
except that itis at an angle, and therefore enables 
the sheep to get out with less effort. The draining 
pens are of the usual type. 

The main features and ad- 
vantages of this bath are :— 
It is easily worked; the ani- 
mals are easily controlled ; 
there is a big saving of labour; 
a great saving in the quantity 
of the dip used; and last, 
but not of least importance, 
efficient dipping is obtained. 
Itis certainly not the quickest 
dip in use. Anyone building 
one must not expect to break 
records, but the man who 
boasts that he can run so 
many thousands through in a 
day fails to accomplish the 
work for which the dipping 
is intended, and sheep hurried- 
ly dipped are always badly 
dipped, and. as a consequence, 
have probably to be done over 
again, and loss of time and 
‘Shite Gate material is involved. It will 
oe A be seen that no attempt has 
been made to give dimensions 
or cost of construction, as the 
former varies in almost every 
case according to the fancy 
of the builder, while the latter 
depends largely on the situa- 
tion of the farm and the facili- 
ties for obtaining the necessary 
material on it or in its vicinity. 
I may add, however, that most 
\ are built with rough stone ob- 


from seeing the liquid in the bath, and as it slides 
down, the curtain is pushed aside and the sheep 
falls into the dip. The advantage of the decoy 
pen and the iron slide is that it does away with all 
handling of sheep, and is, therefore, a great saving 
of labour. The bath itself is circular, but differs 
from most circular baths I have seen in use, and 
also those described by most manufacturers of 
patent dips, in that it bas an island in the centre. 
The advantages of the arrangement are many. 
Firstly, as the passage is not straight the sheep 
cannot see the exit race, and, therefore, does not 
make a wild rush to get out, Secondly, one man 
on the island can control the whole outfit. Instead 
of having two or three men round the dip, one in the 
centre can submerge an animal at any point and 
can also contro] the swing gate at the exit. 
Thirdly if it is considered that a sheep has not 
been sufficiently dipped by the time it reaches the 
exit, the gate is swung to and the animal sent 


tained on the farm and faced 
with cement.— The Transvaal Agricultural Journal. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


On Friday, November 30th, an ordinary general 
meeting of this Association was held at the Holborn 
Restaurant, preceded by a luncheon to which the coun- 
try members were hospitably invited by the London 
members, whose kindness was much appreciated. 

Mr. E. Lionel Stroud presided at the luncheon. He 
afterwards proposed the toast of “The King,” which was 
duly honoured. 

Mr. Stroup next proposed “The Queen, the Prince 
and Princess of Wales, and other members of the Royal 
Family.” 

Mr. Stroup then submitted “The Health of our 
Guests.” He knew, he said, that he was voicing the 
feelings of every London member of that great Associa- 
tion when he said how delighted they were to see their 
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guests that day, and to join in “a crust of bread and 
cheese avd a drop of something to drink.” (Hear and 
laughter). It was really but a poor return for the great 
hospitality shown to them by the country members on 
many occasions. The London members could not give 
them beautiful drives in the country, take then: to see 
beautiful studs and herds, or také them on the river ; 
but they had in a small measure endeavoured to recip- 
rocate that feeling by their invitation, and if their 
guests had enjoyed themselves they were amply repaid. 
They regretted that their worthy President was not with 
them, but were sure he was present in mind. He was 
gaining laurels in one of the corners of our great 
Empire, and in that way, incidentally, adding lustre to 
their profession. In the absence of the President he 
coupled the name of Mr. James Simpson with the toast. 
(Applause). 

Mr. J. F. Stimpson explained that it would, in the 
ordinary course, fall to the President to respond, or, in 
his absence, to the acting President. But itso happened 
that their acting President was one of their entertainers 
that day. He hoped the London members would per- 
mit him to return the most sincere thanks of the guests 
for the very magnificent entertainment they had given 
them that day. It was not the first time they had so 
honoured them, and he could assure them that their 
entertainment, and the kind thought which prompted it, 
was very much appreciated. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. WILSON said the country members were delighted 
to enjoy their princely hospitality, and they wished to 
drink their good healths. He had great pleasure in pro- 
posing the toast of their London brethren, coupled with 
the name of their good friend Mr. Stroud. (App.) 

Mr. Stroup asked Mr. Porch to return thanks for the 
London members. 

Mr. Porcu said that the London members hoped they 
would have a similar pleasure on many futnre 
occasions. 


The meeting was held in the Queen’s Room of the 
Hotel. Mr. R. Porch, the senior vice-president and 
acting president, occupied the chair, and there were also 

resent Dr. James McI. MeCall, Major Meredith, Capt. 
Vright, and Messrs. Wm. Hunting, E. Lionel Stroud, 
Jas. F. Simpson, 8. Stockman, A. Broad, John Varney, 
A. L. Butters, D. Wyllie, G. E. King, S. H. Slocock, F. 
W. Wragg, Albert Wheatley, W.G. Flanagan, and Percy 
J. Simpson (hon. sec. and treasurer) ; and Messrs. G. H. 
Livesey and F. G. Samson, visitors. 

Letters and telegrams of apology were received from 
Messrs. E. J. Mellett, WG. Wragg, W. Western, J. A. 
Todd, E. P. Owen, H. G. Lepper, T. W. Lepper, Verney, 
Prof. McCall, Messrs. L. Barnard, F. W. Hanks, T. 
Powell, John Hatch, W. G. Flanagan, Jun., J. McKerlie, 
C. Pauer, F. W. Thompson, F. B. Goodall, Wood Page, 
Frank Bazley, J. H. Wilson, E. C. Tennant, W. L 
Harrison, E. C. Howard, James East, and Major L. 
Cranford. 

The Hon. Sec. also read a letter from his cousin, the 
President (Mr. Henry G. Simpson, now at Nairobi), in 
which he asked to be remembered to all members, and 
said he was having plenty of work and experience and 
was in the best of health. 

The CHarRMaN said they all regretted that Mr. Harry 
Simpson was notamongst them. It would, however, be 
gratifying to him to know that every member regretted 
his absence and wished him every success in his new 
venture. He asked them to voice that by holding up 
their hands. (Applause). 

Some discussion took place on the borrowing by 
members of the instruments which are the property of 
the Association ;and Mr. J. F. Simpson gave notice that 
he = bring forward a new rule to meet the point 
raised. 


FINANCIAL. 


The Hon. Treas. reported that the Association was 
in a very flourishing condition financially. They had 
now more members than they ever had before, and the 
balance at the bank was less by a sovereign than it was 
last year, although they had been considerably more 
lavish in their expenditure. The printed statement of 
accounts would he presented at the next meeting. The 
number of members on the roll was now 59, as compared 
with 51 in 1905, and the honorary associates were still 
three, although Prof. Pritchard had died. Eleven new 
members had been elected in 1906, as compared with 
one in 1905, and one honorary associate against none. 
The.number of members resigned and deceased during 
the year had been four, as compared with two. The 
balance in the bank to date was £59 16s., as compared 
with £60 7s. 7d., and he had just received a further 
10s. 6d. Only two subscriptions were owing. (App.) 

Mr. Stroup congratulated the Secretary and Bene 
urer on his very satisfactory balance-sheet, and moved 
that the most hearty thanks of the Association be accor- 
ded to him for the efforts he had made and the capital 
statement he had presented. 

Mr. CoLeMAN seconded the resolution, and it was car- 
ried unanimously with acclamation. 

Mr. Percy Simpson thanked the members very much 
indeed for their vote. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Mr J. F. Stmpson had very much pleasure in rising 
to propose a gentleman for the position of President for 
the ensuing year ;and he was sure that when he men- 
tioned his name they would recall—as he recalled—the 
services he had rendered to the Association not only 
while he was acting as an ordinary vice-president, but 
also since the President had been absent abroad. Mr. 
Porch was the gentleman he begged to propose as their 
president—(applause)—and he was sure they would all 
remember how readily he acted when Mr. Harry Simp- 
son vacated the chair owing to circumstances which 
were within their knowledge. It was only those who 
had served the office of President who knew what took 
place between their meetings. Personally he knew that 
Mr. Porch had responded to all the communications 
made to him by the Secretary in the interests of the 
Society. It was the duty of the Secretary to communi- 
cate with him as acting’ President in the very melan- 
choly matter of sending a wreath to the funeral of the 
late Prof. Pritchard, a lamented Hon. Associate of the 
Association. The Secretary had power to do many 
things, but in the expenditure of money he had no 
voice. Although the acting President was unable to re- 
present them at the funeral, he was sure they would say 
that his ready response showed that he had the interests 
of the Association at heart, and that they would do well 
in electing him as their President for the coming year. 
(Applause). 

Mr. Stroup had great pleasure in seconding. Hav- 
ing served under Mr. Porch as Secretary on the Central 
Association he could say he was one of the most worthy 
men in the veterinary profession to serve the office. He 
was sure he would carry out his duties in a way which 
would cause them no regret, and that at the end of his 
term he would leave the Association in even a better 
oo than it was now if that were possible. (Hear, 

ear). 

Mr. WILson, as one of the oldest Presidents, very 
heartily supported tle nomination, which was put to 
the meeting by Mr. J. F. Simpson, and carried by hearty 
acclaim. 

Mr. Porcu, in returning thanks, said he was compara- 
tively a young member of the Association, but he had 
its interests at heart, and would do his best to promote 
them. (Applause). 


| 
| 
| 
: | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
~ 
oh 
1 
a 


December 22, tgo6 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


389 


Vice-Presidents.—Mr. Flanagan moved that Major 
Meredith, who was a very competent, able, and regular 
attendant at their meetings, be elected the new vice- 
president ; and this was seconded by Mr. Hurndall and 
carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Mr. But- 
ters, Messrs. Tennant, Stroud, and H. G. Simpson were 
re-elected as the other vice-presidents. 

Mr. Stroup said he wished to move a very hearty 
vote of thanks to their retiring President. Mr. H. G. 
Simpson was with them in thought, and the way in 
which he had conducted the business before he left 
England had appealed to them all. 

Mr. WILSON, in seconding, said a copy of the resolu- 
tion should be sent to Mr. H. G. Simpson, and that was 

ajor MerepITH, thanked the meeting for choosing 
him as vice-president, assuring them he was deeply 
grateful for the honour. 

Auditor.—On the motion of Mr. P. J. Simpson, 
seconded by Mr. Stroud, Mr. Butters was re-elected 
auditor. 

Hon. Sec. and T'reasurer.—-Mr. King said he had very 
much pleasure in moving that the present secretary and 
treasurer be asked to continue in office. It was on his 
(Mr. King’s) initiative that Mr. Percy Simpson was in- 
vited to take that position, and time had proved that 
they could not havea better officer. 

Mr. BroapD seconded, and the resolution was passed 
by acclamation. 

Mr. P. J. Stmpson assured the meeting that the 
enthusiasm he felt for the Asseciation when they elec- 
ted him their Secretary five years ago he still retained. 
He asked for their hearty co-operation in getting new 
members, and so maintaining the prosperity of the 
Society. (Hear, hear.) 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. Stroup then read the joint report from Mr. J. F 
Simpson and himself, the delegates who attended the 
meeting. 

is report appeared on page 380]. 

Me J. said thonght between Mr. 
Stroud and himself that in their report they should con- 
fine themselves strictly to recording what took place at 
the meeting rather than comment on or express their 
individual opinions on the resolutions come to, or offer 
general advice. They might possibly have disagreed if 
they had entered into criticism of what took place, and 
so they thought it best to leave it to the committee to 
gave the scheme a fair chance. Whether is was likely 
to be realised or not he could not say, but any scheme 
which commended itself to a reasonable number of 
members of the profession should certainly be discussed, 
and if there was thought to be any reasonable chance of 
carrying it into operation it was their duty to support 


it. So far as his personal opinion was concerned he went | _ 


no further than that. He thought a recommendation 

should have been included in the report that this Asso- 

ciation should vote an additional guinea to the Lanca- 

shire Society on account of certain extra expenses in- 

se by them in carrying the matter out. (Hear, 
ear. 

MD WILSON said he would not go into the merits of 
sending a member of the profession to Parliament, or 
otherwise, but merely say he thought the Royal College 
should have representatives in the House as the Univer- 
sities had, such member or members to be elected by the 

rofession. He moved a vote of thanks to the delegates 
or their attendance at the meetings, and for their re- 
port presented that day. 

This was seconded by Mr. Butters, and carried unani- 
mously ; and Mr. Butters gave notice to move at the 
next meeting that two guineas be voted towards the ex- 
penses of the Lancashire V.M,A. 


A RESIGNATION. 


The Secretary read a Jetter from Mr. C. W. Wilson, 
dited from the Government Farm, Hissar, Punjab, 
where that gentleman had gone for five years, and 
moved that the resignation be accepted with regret. 

This was seconded by Mr. Coleman, and agreed to. 


Tue Late Pror. PrircHarp. 


The Secretary reported with regard to the death of 
Prof. Pritchard, an honorary associate of the Associa- 
tion, that Mr. Porch, in consultation with him, kindly 
undertook the provision of a wreath, which he for- 
warded to Mrs. and Miss Pritchard: and he read a 
— of acknowledgment which he had received from 
them. 

This action was endorsed by the meeting. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson proposed that a vote of condolence 
be forwarded from the Association to Mrs. Pritchard and 
her daughter in connection with the death of their 
much esteemed honorary associate, who had been con- 
nected with the Association ever since its formation, 
and that the Secretary be asked to write to those ladies 
expressing the sense of the Association of the loss they 
profession had sustained in Prof. Pritchard’s 

eath. 

Mr. FLANAGAN, as one who had been connected with 
the late Prof. Pritchard very closely for many years, 
seconded the motion, which was carried su/ s/entzo, the 
members standing. 

On the motion of Mr. Stroud, seconded by Mr. 
Butters, it was unanimously resolved that the annual 
meeting and dinner of the Association be held at 
Reading. 

Mr. HuntING offered to subinit a paper on “ Sprains’ 
for discussion at at a future meeting. 

Mr. opened an on pro- 
fessional charges and remuneration ; and condemned 
the system of competitive tendering for municipal 
work, holding that there should be fixed fees. He sug- 
gested that those members of the profession who be- 
longed to corporations or county councils might advise 
those authorities to separate the shoeing from the 
doctoring, and advertise fixed salaries. Another sug- 
gestion was that those among them who could afford it 
should decline to take part in competitive tendering. 

Mr. Burrers proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Hunting for introducing the subject, and hoped he 
would bring it forward again. 

Dr. McCatt seconded the vote, saying he hoped thie 
matter would be further considered by the National 
Society, and it was carried and acknowledged. 

Mr. SAMSON was nominated by Mr. Butters, seconded 
by Mr. Stroud, for election at the next meeting. ; 

A pleasant and successful gathering closed with 
thanks to Mr. Porch for presiding. 

P. J. Stmeson, Hon, See. 


? 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


A special meeting was held at the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, Red Lion Square, London, on 
Wednesday, December 12th, and was followed by a 
dinner at the Holborn Restaurant, at which the Presi- 
dent (Mr. W. K. Stuart, of Hove), together with the 
Secretary and Solicitor to the College were made the 
guests of the Society. The meeting in the afternoon 
was presided over by Mr. Stuart, and the others who 
took part in the proceedings were: Messrs. J. E. Abbott, 
Petersfield ; E. Whitley Baker, Wimborne; G. W. 


Bloxsome, G. H. Livesey, Hove ; Walter Burt, H. E. 
' Audley Charles, Brighton ; J. B. Martin, Rochester ; 
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R. Porch, F. W. Wragg, London ; C. Pack, Lymington; 
H. Redford, Winchester; J. F. Simpson, Maidenhead, 
J. W. Pritchard, H. Smith, J. Alex. Todd, Worthing ; 
F. T. Walder, Crawley ; A. Whicher, Bexhill. 

On the proposition of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. 
F. W. Wragg, the minutes of the last meeting at Brigh- 
ton, as published in The Veterinary Record, were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Sec. (Mr. J. Alex. Todd) announced the 
receipt of apologies at inability to attend from Major 
Butler, AVD. ; Major J. A. Meredith, 1st Life Guards ; 
Messrs. J.T. Angwin, B. H. Benson, R. Barron, T. 
Bolton, L. Barnard, W. A. Collins, W. Coveney, J. H. 
Callow, T. B. Goodall, P. Woodroffe Hill, W. Hunting, 
C. W. Howard, R. E. Klyne, A. Maynard, W. F. May- 
nard, C. A. Squair, P. J. Simpson, W. Shipley, C. H. 
Spurgeon, D. Wyllie, A. Wheatley, R. F. Wall, J. E. 

allis, and J. Stuart Wood. He had also received an 
acknowledgment from the Secretary to the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society of a general invitation 
which he had extended to the members of the Society 
to attend their meeting. 

On the proposition of Mr. E. Whitley Baker, seconded 
by Mr. Gerald Bloxsome, the following nominations for 
membership, made at the Brighton meeting, were con- 
firmed: Mr. C. W. Howarp, Dorking; Major J. A. 
MereEpITH, Ist Life Guards ; and Mr. Reep. F. WALL, 
London. 

The desirability of purchasing a set of dental instru- 
ments for the use of the Society, had been adjourned 
from the meeting. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson, apologising for the absence of his 
son, explained that although they had tried to ascertain 
the cost of the set purchased by the Royal Counties 
Society fourteen years ago, they had been unable to 
trace the accounts. His son had also communicated 
with Messrs. Arnold and Sons, but they, too, were un- 
able to trace the transaction owing no doubt to their 
books having been destroyed. He thought he was 
right in saying, however, that the cost would not exceed, 
say, £15, including a strong case which was absolutely 
necessary to pack them in when sending them out to 
members. If they decided to purchase a set of instru- 
ments he suggested that they should appoint a small 
sub-committee of about three to make a selection, be- 
cause since the Royal Counties Society purchased their’s 
several improvements had been made in these instru- 
ments. It might also be worth their while to make 
Mr. Wall one of the Committee. As to the advantage 
of wen, be set of instruments, they would be surprised 
to know how frequently those in the possession of the 
Royal Counties Society were applied for by the mem- 
bers ; in fact the applications occasionally overlapped 
one another. 

Mr. Martin thought they ought to know a little 
about their financial position before deciding on an ex- 
penditure of this amount. 

Mr. E. Wuit.ey Baker: In reply to that, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the Society will remember that at our last annual 
meeting [ pledged myself either to resign or to show a 
balance of £30 in hand next year. You can spend £15 
on a set of instruments with safety, but if you do that 
you must not expect me to have £30 in hand at the end 
of the year. I can testify to the advantage which would 
accrue from our having these instruments because, 
thanks to the courtesy of Mr. Simpson I was recently 
able to perform a very satisfactory operation owing to 
borrowing the Royal Counties set. 

r. H. E. AUDLEY CHARLEs thought £15 seemed rather 
a big amount, adding that he took it the most expensive 
instruments would be a strong pair of tooth shears and 
some extractors. 

Mr. Stimpson: But you must remember the leather 
case will cost £4. 


Mr. Livesey proposed that a Sub-committee consisting 
of Mr. Charles, Mr. Todd, and Mr. Wall should be ap- 
pointed to get estiniates from Messrs. Arnold and Sons 
or other instrument makers for those instruments which 
they considered the Society ought to get, at a cost not 
exceeding £15 15s. 

Mr. Stmpson seconded this, and the same was carried 
nem con. 

Mr. G. H. Livesry next read the following report 
signed by Mr. H. Smith and himself as delegates to the 
recent committee meeting to consider the ways and 
means of their obtaining Parliamentary representation : 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


Report OF DELEGATES TO THE MEETING OF THE 
CoMMITTEE OF Ways AND MEANS. 


The meeting of the Committee of Ways and Means 
(augmented by delegates from various Societies) met at 
10 Red Lion Square on October 3rd of this year. The 
summoning of the meeting was consequent upon a re- 
solution passed in Manchester at the pon ew of the 
year, to the effect that the time had now arrived when 
it was desirable that the veterinary profession should be 
represented in Parliament. The duty of the Committee 
was to discuss the ways and means of attaining this 
object if such object were possible. 

Mr. Sumner, of Liverpool, occupied the chair, and 
amongst those present were Sir John M‘Fadyean, Prof. 
Williams, Messrs. Mason, Simpson, Garnett, Fraser, 
Barrett, Wragg, Stroud, Butters, Porch, MacCormack, 
a Lawson, and your two delegates, making sixteen 
in all. 

At the outset Sir John questioned the probable use- 
fulness of the committee, as he maintained that so long 
as direct representation was aimed at, and by this we 
understand him to mean the return of a veterinary sur- 
geon directly representing the profession and not a 
chance constituency, the work of the committee would 
be futile as Government would not sanction such dual 
representation. He was repeatedly interrupted by Mr. 
Barrett who wished to have him ruled out of order. 

Sir John next dealt with the return of some veteri- 
nary surgeon for a constituency who would watch the 
interests of the profession when once he obtained his 
seat. He was persistently interrupted and called to 
order by Mr. Barrett ; others joined in the argument 
and eventually the Chairman, after having kept order 
by great tact and courtesy, called upon the meeting to 
vote as to whether Sir John or Mr. Barrett should be 
heard. In this manner the meeting proceeded, the 
speaking being almost entirely confined to members of 
Council. These gentlemen were evidently: accustomed 
to such debates and attacked one another freely, and 
many expressions were used which would have been 
better left unsaid. After one hour and twenty minutes 
the first resolution was put and carried unanimously, 
viz. 

“That it is desirable that a veterinary surgeon should 
be returned to the House of Commons. 

Sir John then moved the second resolution, viz :— 
“That in the opinion of this meeting there are not at 
present any practical means of obtaining the return of 
a veterinary surgeon to Parliament, and it is therefore 
desirable that the Council of the R.C.V.S. should take 
the best means at its command to secure indirect repre- 
sentation.” 

Mr. Barrett at once moved an amendment which by 
some was understood to.be a direct negative, and once 
more we were plunged into argument in which Mr. 
Fraser and Prof. Williams were both heard. It was 
stated that at present the College employs parliamen- 
tary agents as lobbyists to watch certain bills on their 


way through Parliament, but that the agents were not 
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employed exclusively by the College, and that their time 
might be, and probably was, much occupied in lobbying 
for large corporations who had the ratepayers money 
behind them, and were not almost penniless as our Col- 
lege is. It was suggested that the agent of the College 
should act for the College only, and Prof. Williams fur- 
ther suggested that the Secretary of the R.C.V.S. should 
be appointed to fill the post. 

This resolution (which we supported) is important in 
that it states that the committee considered that there 
are no means of returning a veterinary surgeon to Par- 
liament, and so the necessity for a Committee of Ways 
and Means seems practically gone. It is important also 
in that it at once takes the onus of Parliamentary re- 
presentation from the hands of the representation com- 
mittee and vests it in the council ; it does not ask for a 
subscription to help the council but simply expresses 
the opinion that it is desirable that the Council should 
take the best means at its command. This, however, 
brings all back to the start, for the treasurer, Mr. Wragg, 
will tell you that the Council already takes the best 
means at its command and that last quarter as much as 
£40 was expended for this very purpose. 

It was difficult to follow each line of argument when 
speakers were being continually interrupted, but we 
understood that this resolution was intended to urge the 
Council to make better use of its present powers and 
means, and to more actively watch the progress of bills 
in Parliament likely to affect the profession. 

The third resolution was proposed by Mr. Barrett :— 

“That an effort be at once made to secure promises 
of support, in writing, up to £500, with a view of aid- 
ing any prospective member of the profession, approved 
by the committee, who may be chosen to contest any 
constituency.” 

It appeared that the desire which prompted this 
resolution was that if at any time a veterinary surgeon 
could be found who would seek election to Parliament 
and undertake to attend to the Parliamentary interests 
of the profession that he should be subsidised by the 
poo of part of his election expenses irrespective of 

is politics. Though this resolution seemed to be quite 
unnecessary after the passing of Sir John M‘Fadyean’s 
resolution ; we supported it because we thought (and 
we think most others do also) that when this resolution 
comes before the profession as we hope it will, and each 
member is asked to what extent he will subscribe to the 
fund of £500 to be raised, then and then only will the 

roposer and those who agree with him find out how 
Fittle support will be forthcoming, and how little interest 
is taken in this desire for a member of the profession in 
Parliament. 

The total of the business done at this meeting was 
very little. We regret that no reporter was present to 
furnish a verbatim report. No definite or practical 
scheme of Parliamentary representation, either direct or 
indirect, was submitted to the meeting. Those present 
all seemed uncertain as to what was the exact policy the 
committee intended should be pursued. While there 
was much talk of lobbying there was no resolution 
passed as to whom the lobbying should be entrusted. It 
was a pity that no one should have suggested some line 
of action which the committee could have followed with 
the approval of the whole profession, for those who are 
ardent advocates of Parliamentary representation will 
be disappointed with the second resolution, leaving the 
matter in the hands of the Council, while those who 
attach less importance to the subject will at once refuse 
to agree to the third resolution. These latter will never 
subscribe to a fund to subsidise a possible _politi¢al 
opponent, especially when the interests of his profes- 
sion must necessarily be secondary to those of his party 
and his constituency. 

To summarise our conclusions we would point out to 
the Society that the first resolution was hardly neces- 


sary and it was only a waste of time to vote upon it ; it 
was outside the province of a Committee of Ways and 
Means. The second resolution was by far the most im- 
portant, and, as we have pointed out, practically voted 
the representative committee out of existence, vesting 
its work in the council and placing matters in statu quo 
ante. That is to say that the question of Parliamentary 
representation and all it involves will be handed over 
to the council or one of its committees, matters will con- 
tinue as at present, and like many other subjects of 
interest and importance to the profession which have 
been laid before the council, this subject will be evaded 
or allowed to die a natural death, as ways and means for 
better or fuller representation will not be forthcoming. 

The third resolution we can hardly take seriously as 
we believe it will be in itself the death knell to the 
whole scheme of Parliamentary representation. It will 
at least obtain from members an expression of opinion 
and perhaps from a very few a promise of money. In 
view of the previous resolution having been car- 
ried it appears to us that the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee will now exist solely for the purpose of making 
an effort to secure £500, and we think that the effort 
will have to belong sustained. 

We understand that late in the evening a sub-com- 
mittee consisting of Messrs. Fraser, Lawson, Barrett. 
Locke, Simpson, Williams, Sumner, MacCormack and 
Stroud was appoioted for this very purpose. 

Our general impressions of the meeting are that from 
beginning to end it was a foolish waste of time so far as 
business was concerned ; but to both of us it was highly 
entertaining and we were not surprised at the remarks 
made by several others present—-that it at least afforded 
the profession a good example of how our councilmen 
conduct their debates. We could not help remarking 
how strongly the personal element was present and we 
regretted it. 

From our impressions of this meeting we do not care 
to advise our Society to subscribe to the fund ; it might, 
however, consider the advisability of subscribing one 
guinea to help to defray the initial expenses in connec- 
tion with the meeting, such as printing and postage. 
We are sure that the Lancashire Society have acted 
throughout in good faith and for the welfare of the 
profession, and they should hardly be called upon to pay 
all the expenses. 

Gerorrrey H. Livesey. 
Henry SMITH. 

The Hon. Sec. mentioned, in connection with this. 
matter, that he had received a letter from Mr. E. 
Lionel Stroud enclosing copy of the _ resolutions, 
ro ies that the same might be placed before the 

ociety. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace wished to make one remark on 
that report. His name was mentioned as being present, 
but he was only there by the courtesy of the Eiaienes 
and did not consider he was justified ‘in taking any 
part in the proceedings. He was not a delegate, 

Mr. R. Porcu remarked that he was present as a 
delegate for another Society and he could quite endorse 
what Mr. Livesey and Mr. Smith said in their report: 
it was an absolute waste of time. They went on for an 
hour and twenty minutes without “ getting any forra- 
der” as one might say, and he was so disgusted with the 
way in which the proceedings were being conducted 
that he eventua!ly left before the end. 

Mr. SmitH mentioned for the information of the 
members that the returns recently published with 
reference to the last general election showed that the 
candidates’ expenses average about £900, or from 4/14 
to 4/6a vote. He believed the labour members’ ex- 
penses came to a little less, averaging about £650. 

Mr. Livesey remarked with reference to the last 
paragraph in the delegates’ report, he had received some 


further information from Mr. Stroud. He understood 
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the Lancashire Society was about £5 out of pocket, and 
towards that sum the Royal Counties Society had very 
omen ged voted £2 2s. He also understood from Mr. 

troud that any money received in excess of the £5 re- 
= to defray the initial expenses of the Lancashire 


Society would be devoted to the’ fund the profession 


was to be asked to subscribe to for raising asum of £500. 
They (the two delegates) were very anxious that the 
Lancashire Society should not be out of pocket, but 
they did not wish to advise the Society to contribnte to 
the other fund to raise £500. 

Mr. Stmpson though they would all like to assist the 
Lancashire Society, and he would propose that they 
vote the sum of one guirea towards meeting the initial 
expenditure incurred by that Society. With regard to 
the report itself he did not know whether the delegates 
could see their way to delete one or two paragraphs in 
it ; but he could not support its adoption as it stood. 
He agreed that the proceedings at the meeting were not 
of the orderly character most of them were accustomed 
to witness and take part in, but he thought they went a 
little too far in some of their statements. Speaking for 
himself for — he denied that he used personal 
remarks to anybody. 

Mr. Livesey: We will withdraw your name with 
pleasure. 

Mr. CHARLES seconded the proposition that they 
should vote a guinea towards the initial expenses of the 
Lancashire Society. He went up to the preliminary 
meeting at Manchester, and so far as the outing was 
concerned he had a very good time, but with regard to 
the business aspect of the matter he came to the conclu- 
sion then that there was not the slightest prospect of its 
every coming about unless members of the profession 
held together more in every day matters. 

Mr. Porcu remarked that he would be the last to op- 
pose voting a guinea providing it would go towards 
reimbursing the Lancashire Society, but he gathered 
that there was a probability of its going to further the 
other scheme. 

Mr. Simpson: Oh no; I used the words initial ex- 
penses, I believe. 

Mr. Pack proposed as an amendment that they should 
contribute half-a-guinea, and this was seconded by Mr. 
E. Whitley Baker. 

On being put to vote the amendment was rejected by 
eight votes to six. The original proposition was then 
put and carried by eight votes to two. 

Mr. Porcu asked if this guinea would be sent direct 
to the Lancashire Society. 

Mr. Srupson : Certainly. 

Mr. Porcu: If that is so I willingly support it. 

The PRESIDENT next asked for a proposition to adopt 
the delegates report. 

Mr. LivEsEY intimated that the delegates would 
willingly withdraw any imputations against Mr. Wragg 
and Mr. Simpson if the latter considered the report con- 
tained any, but he did not see that there was anything 
in it that reflected on them. They did not want to 
definitely name the noisy members, of course, but those 
who read between the lines cculd draw their own in- 
ference as to whom it was they referred. 

Mr. Wrace did not think any statements coming 
from delegates who had taken the trouble to draw up a 
report ought to be deleted. 

r. Simpson : That is if they aretrue. (Laughter.) 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that certain names were 
mentioned in the report over and over again, so that 
they could pretty well tell who it was the delegates had 
in their mind. 

The Prestpent: If you like we will leave it to you 
Mr. Simpson to omit any portion which you think we 
ought to delete. What do you object to? 

r. Simpson: I only say it is not correct. 


Mr. Livesey: Will it sitisfy Mr. Simpson if we insert 
the word “some” and make it read “the speaking 
being almost entirely confined to some members of 
Council.” (Laughter.) 

Mr. Srupson : If you do that [ will propose that the 
— be adopted. (Laughter.) 

r Livesey: Very well, I think I can say for my 
brother delegate that we accept the amendment. 

Mr. CHARLES seconded, and the adoption of the report 
as amended was then agreed to. 


“To CONSIDER THE ATTITUDE OF THE PROFESSION 
TOWARDS THE SO-CALLED CANINE AND FELINE 
MeEpIcaAL Expert.” 


_ Mr. G. H. Livesey had given notice of three resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. Livesey remarked that he was sorry he was not 
a better speaker, but he would endeavour to put this 
matter before them in a few words as possible. When 
they took to their profession they were in a sense 
entering into a business, and he thought if they were to 
look over the books of a great number of their practi- 
tioners they would find that the receipts from profes- 
sional services amounted to so much, and that the 
receipts from the sale of medicines to about double that 
sum, whatever it might be. In other words a man got 
more from his trade than he did from his profession. 
Again a profession was a gathering together of a body 
of men A so object was to serve, whereas in trade the 
object of those taking part in it was to sell. A profess- 
ional man differed from a tradesman in this respect 
that he worked for others whereas in trade everyone 
was essentially for himself. The guarantee of a com- 
mercial man’s success, or rather the sign of it, was prob- 
ably the amount of money which he made, but the pro- 
fessional man’s success was gauged not so much by the 
amount of money which he made as by his reputation. 
There were two things consequent upon this. In the 
case of a tradesman his Own interests were paramount, 
but the professional man had to consider the interests of 
his profession as wellas of himself. As professional men 
they had a governing body which laid down rules for 
their guidance, and in return they were granted certain 
privileges. For instance, they could charge for profes- 
sional advice and recover their fees in a court of law, 
but a tradesman could not do that. 

If they were to continue asa profession and do well 
for themselves, the least they could expect from their 
governing body was that it would watch over their 
interests and see that none of their privileges were 
snatched away from them by outsiders. Did their 
Council do this for them? Personally, he did not 
think they did, and he believed there were a great many 
other members of the profession at the present time who 
were of the same opinion. Their Council consisted 
essentially of the pick of their profession. Individually 
they knew them to be excellent men and deserving of 
the support and esteem of the whole of the profession, 
but he thought, and he believed a great many of the 
profession would agree with him, that collectively they 
were terribly disappointing. (Hear, hear.) 

What did the Council do for them when approached 
by Societies or individuals who wanted advice or action 
taken with regard to some matter. He thought Council 
treated them with great discourtesy. Let them take 
for instance the the action of the Council with reference 
to a communication received from the Lincolnshire 
Society as reported in 7’he Record of July 14th. He 
thought if the Southern Counties Society was to con- 
sider a resolution and express an opinion upon it and to 
forward that opinion to the Council, the least their 
Council could do would be to give it some considera- 
tion and not to let it lie on the table. Then, again, 
there was the question Major Butler brought forward 
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at the meeting of the Central Society. Major Butler 
brought forward a most excellent resolution that an 
annual registration fee should be imposed on the profes- 
sion, and he went toa great deal of trouble ; while the 
Central Society considered it of sufficient importance to 
pass a resolution and to forward that resolution not 
only to the Council but to every Veterinary Society in 
the country. That resolution was laid before the Coun- 
cil who referred it to a sub-committee, but although 
it called forth a discussion at every veterinary society 
in the country and many of them approved of the idea, 
they eventually found the whole matter dismissed in 
five lines in The Record. He himself had brought cases 
before the Registration Committee only to be informed 
that they regretted that owing to the present unsatis- 
factory state of the law a prosecution would not lie. In 
one case he went up and saw Mr. Thatcher personally, 
and the only reply he got was that Messrs. were 
not worth going for. He contended that that was not 
the right way to look at things. They were not going 
for the man but for the principle, and he contended 
that if an unqualified man was calling himself a dog 
doctor, or using any other title that would lead the 
public to think he was a properly qualified veterinary 
surgeon, he ought to be stopped, no matter what his 
position was. 

Mr. Livesey next proceeded to give a specitic instance 
which had come under his own notice recently of an 
apparent infringement of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
and in connection with which he had been in corres- 
pondence with the Solicitor to the College. Mr. 
Thatcher wrote him that the matter had given rise to 
a considerable amount of discussion, but that up to the 
present they (the Council) could not see their way to 
take any action. It was also suggested to him that he 
should bring home to the persons referred to some 
specific act of treatment, but another solicitor to whom 
he subsequently went, a real fighting lawyer, who was 
crammed full with sound common sense, said at once 
that he did not want any further evidence, that the 
man was using a title he ought not to, and there was no 
getting away from the fact that that was an infringe- 
ment of Section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act. He 
asked this other solicitor if he was prepared to back up 
his opinion and put it in writing, and he replied 
“Certainly.” He (Mr. Livesey) then asked Mr. Thatcher 
if he would put his views definitely in writing, and he 
had since done so. “In this case,” he wrote, “further 
evidence is absolutely necessary.” He called the treat- 
ment of.this particular case by the Council and their 
solicitor nothing more or less than shifty evasion. (Ap- 
plause.) Their Act was passed for the protection of 
their title and title only, and yet he was asked by their 
solicitor to bring evidence of specific acts of treatment. 
He was not bringing this matter forward because he had 
any personal feeling against the firm in question. In 
fact he did not even know the people except by name, 
but this quackery was getting so rampant and general 
that he thought something ought to be done and 
done without delay to put a stop to it. So important 
was the matter regarded by several of the members to 
whom he had spoken about it that on the previous Satur- 
day he asked five of the members to meet him at 
Brighton and consider whether they should not get some 
sort of a balancing opinion to place before the Council. 
He himself had conferred with the President of the 
Dental Association and the latter advised them to go 
to the solicitor to the Dental Association. This solicitor 
he might mention, had had with Counsel the framing of 
the Dental Surgeons Act, an Act by the way which was 
very similar to their own, and it was worthy of note 
that althongh the Dental Association had been prose- 
cuting ever since they had only lost two of their cases— 
one on appeal. At the request of this special meeting 
of their Society, Mr. Todd and himself came up to Lon- 


don the previous day to see Mr. Curtis Hayward, and 


the result of their interview was that they were again 
assured that they had a perfectly good cause to go upon. 
He asked Mr. Hayward if he would let him have his 
opinion in writing to submit to their meeting that after- 
noon, and that opinion was waiting for him when he 
reached that room that day. Mr. Hayward wrote : 
“In reply to your inquiry about the titles used we 
think that the description is sufficient to obtain a con- 
viction against for an infringement of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons Act, particularly when read in connec- 
tion with the words Veterinary Medicine Manufacturers, 
which follow. The only evidence which we think neces- 
ay would be formal proof that the paper was issued 


The solicitor who gave them this opinion was perhaps 
one of the greatest experts on the oo of privilege it 
was possible to obtain, and he sduelael that his 
opinion backed up as it was by the opinion of the good 
commercial lawyer he had seen at Brighton ought to 
quite outweigh what the solicitor to the College had to 
say. He begged to propose the first two of the resolu- 
tions which appeared in his name, viz., 

(a) That this Society having carefully considered the 
great losses inflicted on the veterinary profession owing 
to the increasing encroachment on its privileges by un- 
qualified vendors of medicines (who use titles leading 
the public to infer that they are practitioners of veteri- 
nary surgery), do urge upon the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons the necessity of more 
strictly guarding these privileges, and do pray that the 
Council use its utmost powers in the matter, both for 
the welfare of the profession and of the public. 

(6) That a copy of this resolution and a report of the 
discussion thereon be forwarded to the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. CuaRLEs had very great pleasure in seconding. 
If the Council’s view of this matter was right the Act 
was of more use to quack medicine vendors than it was 
to the members of the profession in whose interests it 
had been passed, because if one became a member of the 
profession he was debarred from advertising, while the 
quack medicine vendor could advertise, and in fact do 
just what he liked. 

Mr. SIMPSON quite agreed with the object of the 
resolution. It was the duty of the Council to look 
after their interests and if they, the members, thought 
the Council were not doing this they were quite justified 
in calling attention to what they believed to be the 
facts. He should be in a position to discuss this parti- 
cular matter more fully when it came before the Coun- 
cil, but he should like to assure them of this, that cases 
brought to the notice of the Registration Committee 
were not dealt with in that playful and light manner in 
which Mr. Livesey would have them think they dealt 
with them. 

Mr. Livesey: How about the Linco'nshire Society’s 
communication then ? 

Mr. Stwpson: When we have sixty or seventy com- 
plaints before us every month, you will pardon me if I 
do not remember every one of them. 

Mr. Livesey: It was the one about dividing the 
country up. 

Mr. Stwpson : Oh I think I can call it to mind. Con- 
tinuing, Mr. Simpson said that the Council gave that 
matter full consideration and eventually referred it to a 
Committee, but their recommendation was that it was 
impracticable. Surely this was not treating the matter 
with contempt. Then with regard to Major Butler’s 
proposition as to imposing an annual registration fee. 
That was a most excellent idea, but unfortunately it was 
not practicable. aie 

Mr. CHARLEs thonght it was the custom for solicitors 
to pay an annual registration fee. 


Mr, Simpson said he quite agreed. They spoke 
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irresponsibly, but their Council had to act responsibly 
and not rush at everything that was brought to their 
notice. He would tell them why solicitors paid a 
fee every year. 
pulsory with them to do so, but members of the veteri- 
nary profession could not be compelled to pay one un- 
less they went for a fresh Act of Parliament, and he 
- would like to see the man who would stand up at the 
next election of Council and say he was in favour of 
making every member pay an annual registration fee. 

Mr. Water Burt: Why not? 

Mr. Stimpson: Well I don’t believe he would get on 
the Council again. Continuing, Mr. Simpson said -he 
made the suggestion that the profession should be 
polled on this matter, but he was confident that if they 
were to take that course they would not find more 
than twenty per cent. who would agree. However that 
subject was not yet dead. 

r. Livesey: [hat is what we want to know. 

Mr. Stmpson went on to observe that with regard to 
these dog specialists they all felt the nuisance of these 
people competing with and robbing them, but the diffi- 
culty was how they were to put a stop to the practice. 
He knew of a case of this sort himself. 

Mr. Broxsome: Well try and see if you cannot do 
something. 

Mr. Simpson remarked that there again they had the 
suggestion of an irresponsible opinion. He also pointed 
out that it had been decided that it was only the title 
that was protected—the word veterinary. 

Mr. Livesry : Or any other similar title. 

Mr. Stmpson: Yes; castrator if you like (laughter). 
In conclusion, Mr. Simpson remarked that he only 
wished they could deal with these people. (Voices: Well 
try!) He was sure the Dental Association had had 
trouble enough, and he was very glad to hear they had 
only failed twice. That might tend to help them to try 
their luck in some of the cases in which bitherto they 
had hesitated to prosecute. Of this he was perfectly 
certain, however, that the Council would give this reso- 
lution their most serious consideration, and that they 
would gladly welcome any suggestion that would help 
them to arrive at a decision that would be satisfactory 
to the whole of the profession (applause). 

Mr. MARTIN desired to support their friend Mr. 
Simpson. When they elected a Council he thought they 
ought to have confidence in them, and in the same way 
when they appointed a solicitor to act for the Council 
and that solicitor recommended them not to prosecute, 
he thought they ought to abide by bis decision. They 
were always having these little pin pricks. He knew 
there were a lot of people who went to these men for 
all their medicines and who only came to them at night 
or when there was a calf to be taken away from a cow, 
but they had got to grin and bear it. There was also 
this to remember that if they had an_ unsuccessful 
prosecution it would do them a lot of harm. He 
should support the Council, because he was certain 
they did the best they could in the interests of the pro- 
fession. 

Mr. F. W. Wraae desired to say a word or two in 
defence of their solicitor and of the opinions which 
he gave. Speaking as a member of the Council he 
could say that they had the very greatest confidence in 
him, that he was a most hard-working solicitor. He 
had the Charters and all the*Acts of Parliament at his 
fingers ends, and when he gave an opinion he did so in 
the best interests of the profession. If they could only 
see the accounts of what it cost the College every 
quarter for going into all these cases, they would be 
quite satisfied that they were doing everything in their 
power to protect the members of the profession. 

Mr. W. Burt hoped the Council would take further 
action, and if they could not see their way to take 
action themselves. he hoped they would allow that 


It was because it was com-: 


Society to take action on its own account, because 
these men ought to be stopped at once. 

Mr. WuIcHER could also testify to the necessity for 
some action being taken against these people, and he 
mentioned a case which had come under his own im- 
mediate notice. 

Mr. Porcu remarked that this was a subject which 
interested the whole of the profession, and althongh it 
did not affect him personally he thought they ought to 
take it up very forcibly and see if they could not pro- 
tect their rights. Hehad every confidence in the Coun- 
cil but they did not go far enough in his opinion. In 
the particular case under notice they might have had 
every confidence in Mr. Thatcher, but why allow it to 
rest entirely with him. Surely it would have been 
worth their while in such an important matter as this 
to have spent alittle more money and have got the very 
best opinion it was possible for one to obtain. 

Mr. Stmpson: We have gone to our Counsel time 
after time for his opinion in cases where we considered 
the question at issue was of sufficient importance to 
justify our doing so. 

Mr. Porcu remarked that Mr. Livesey had made out 
a very strong case, and the only complaint they had to 
— against the Council was that they would not 
fight. 

“Mr. Cuarues: And if they won’t fight themselves we 
say they ought to allow us to fight. 

Mr. Wraace: may say our solicitor is a real fighter 
but he fights with caution. 

Mr. Stmpson: I may say myself that over and over 
again we have decided to prosecute if in the opinion 
of our solicitor our action would be likely to succeed, 
but as Mr. Wragg says our solicitor is a cautious 
fighter. One failure to get a conviction and you will 
have hundreds of these people springing up. 

The Prestpent : There are hundreds springing up all 
around us now. 

Mr. Burt: It is a case of stopping one and you 
will stop all. 

Mr. Stwpson: But what about the increase if you 
don’t succeed ? 

Mr. Burr: It could not be much worse than it 
is now. 

Mr. BLroxsomE: Besides, if we lost our case before 
the magistrates, which is not likely, we could carry the 
case to an appeal where we should be sure to get an 
impartial opinion. 

The PrEsIDENT remarked that he could fully endorse 
the urgency of this matter. These people advertised 
their medicines with impunity, and were making big 
fortunes ; and it was impossible for a veterinary sur- 
geon debarred as he was from resorting to their methods 
to attempt to compete with them. He quite agreed 
that it was really time the College took the matter up 
and clipped their wings in some way or other. It is 
hard enough to get a living now what with motor cars 
and quacks withont letting things get worse. 

Mr. LIvEsEY, in reply, remarked with reference to the 
observations made by Mr. Simpson that the latter was 
the only member of the Council he had known to get 
up and defend the Council and tell one what they were 
doing. This was nota personal matter with him but he 
was fighting for the principle. They could not stop a 
man practising as a veterinary surgeon. He could do 
everything but call himself one. The person to whom 
he had referred called himself what was a colourable 
imitation of a “ Vet.” and he wanted the Council to 
stop him from using a title so similar that the public 
were defrauded. The only way to do this was by prose- 
cution, and they must urge the Council to prosecute, 
even if they lost. 

The first two resolutions of which Mr. Livesey had 
given notice were then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 
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Mr. Burt next moved: That in the event of the 
Council being unable to undertake the prosecution it be 
asked to grant its consent in writing to the Southern 
Counties Veterinary Society under section 19 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881 in order that the said 
Society may be enabled to institute legal proceedings 
against certain persons for infringements of 
section 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881.” 

— BLoxsoME had very great pleasure in seconding 
this. 

Mr. MarTIN wanted to know whether the costs of 
these proposed legal proceedings would be defrayed by 
the Society or whether it was proposed to raise a snb- 
scription for the purpose. 

Mr. Burt: Oh, it won’t fall upon the Society. I shall 
be pleased to guarantee five guineas myself, and I don’t 
anticipate any difficulty in getting money together. 

Mr. LivesrEy mentioned that the firm with which he 
was connected would be glad to subscribe the same 
amount, and he also mentioned that Mr. Curtis Hayward 
did not anticipate that the entire costs would exceed 
£20, that was assuming nothing unforseen occurred in 
the way of adjournments. 

Two other gentlemen also guaranteed two guineas 


each. 

Thé proposition, like the other two, was carried unani- 
mously, and the third resolution of which Mr. LIVESEY 
had given notice on the agenda was then allowed to 
stand over for the present. 

Mr. LiveEsty next moved: That facilities be afforded 
at the next meeting at Eastbourne for Fellows or Mem- 
bers of the profession who have been nominated for the 
next election of Council to attend the meeting and 
shortly express their views upon subjects affecting the 
welfare of the profession, and also to answer such ques: 
tions on the policy they intend to follow as may be put 
to them by any of those present. 

Mr. H. E. AUDLEY CHARLEs seconded, and the same 
was carried. 

On the proposition of Mr. J. Alex. Todd, seconded by 
Mr. C. Pack, Mr. H. E. Audley Charles was elected a 
Fellow of the Society under Rule 2. 

The PRESIDENT regretted to have to announce the 
death of two of the Society’s ex-presidents—-Professor 
Pritchard, who presided over their deliberations in 1888, 
and Mr. Hall, of East Grinstead, who was President in 
1900. He thought the least they could do was to 
instruct the Secretary to write a letter of condolence 
with the relatives. 

Mr. WraGG seconded, and the proposition was car- 
ried in silence, the members signifying their assent by 
rising to their feet. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded the President for presiding and the 
meeting terminated. 

The dinner at the Holborn Restaurant in the evening 
was attended by most of the members who had been 
present at the meeting in the afternoon, and also by a 
number of others who had been unable to get up to 
London earlier in the day, these latter included Mr. H. 
H. Jeffries, Guildford ; Mr. S. H. Slocock, Hounslow ; 
Mr. E. Lionel Stroud, London; Mr. A. C. Wild, Wok- 
ing; and Mr. G. W. E. Osborne, a visitor. The chair 
on this occasion was occupied by Mr. J. F. Simpson, J.P. 
(an ex-president of the Society), who had the President 

Mr. W. K. Stuart), and the ex-President (Mr. F. W. 
ragg) on his immediate right, and Mr. A. W. Hill and 
Mr. Geo. Thatcher on his left. 

At the conclusion of an excellent repast, the usual 
loyal toast was submitted from the chair and duly 
honoured, and a little later on Mr. Simpson rose again 
to invite the company to drink the health of “Their 
Guests ”—Mr. Stuart, Mr. Hill, and Mr. Thatcher. The 
President of the Royal College, Sir John M’Fadyean, 
had also been invited, but to his great regret the latter 


was unable to be present. Mr. Simpson referred in 
eulogistic terms to the many excellent qualities pos- 
sessed by each of their guests, and the toast was re- 
ceived with great cordiality, Mr. Stuart, Mr. Hill, and 
Thatcher afterwards making brief but appropriate 
replies. 

Mr. Pack proposed “ Kindred Societies,” for whom 
Mr. Slocock of the Central V.M.S. responded, and the 
other toasts honoured during the evening were those of 
the Hon. Sec. (Mr. J. Alex. Todd) proposed by Mr. 
F. W. Wragg, and the Chairman given by Mr. J. B. 


Martin. 
J. Avex. Topp, Hon. Sec. 


The Alderney Abattoir Scheme for Foreign 
Cattle. 
[From THE PRromoTeR’s Porntr oF VIEW.] 

There is now before the public a comprehensive and 
carefully formulated project to open up to British con- 
sumers a new source of supply of freshly-killed beef and 
mutton by establishing in the Island of Alderney a 
Foreign Animals Wharf and abattoirs for cattle and 
sheep from South America, Canada, and other places, 
and distributing the meat over the British Islands. 
Aithough this project is financially well backed, is sup- 
ported by all politicians who have given serious atten- 
tion to the problem of the nation’s tood supply, and is 
welcomed by every wholesale and retail butcher in the 
kingdom, it has been banned by the Board of Agricul- 
ture, on the ground that it world be a loophole for the 
introduction of foot-and-mouth disease into England. 
This, in spite of the fact that such a widely recognised 
authority as Sir John M’Fadyean, has given it as his 
opinion that, with the elaborate precautionary system 
drawn up by those responsible for the project, such a 
contingency is so extremely remote as to be practicaliy 
non-existent. 

The United States and Canada are the only countries 
allowed by the Board of Agriculture to land live cattle in 
the United Kingdom. The boundless resources of the 
South American republics are thus to a large extent cut 
off from the British markets, for the only meat ex- 
ported from them to England is in a frozen and refri- 
gerated condition. 

Alderney was chosen for the reception and slaughter 
of animals (1) because it is outside the jurisdiction of 
the Board of Agriculture, and (2) because of its com- 
plete isolation. But the Secretary of the Board of Agri- 
culture has threatened to prohibit the landing of all 
Channel Islands’ cattle in England “should Alderney 
(wh'ch is self-governing) allow the admission thereto of 
foreign animals,” and the Commissioner of Woods and 
Forests has stated that his department is unable to con- 
tinue the negotiations entered into with the promoters 
for leases of the Crown lands required “in face of the 
sustained objection of the Board of Agriculture.” 

The total quantity of live and dead beef imported 
imported into the United Kingdom was 9,815,064 cwt. : 
Argentina sent 2,675,916 cwt., and the United States 
5,653,005 ewt., or together 8,328,921 cwt. 

For 1906, the returnsare still more ominous, 

The significance of this is seen when it is understood 
that every live beast and every pound of meat from the 
United States is controlled by the Beef Trust, that the 
Trust is gradually acquiring control of the Argentine 
frozen and refrigerated meat trade, and that the princi- 
pal shippers from the River Plate are working in agree 
ment with the Packers of Chicago. All the best stalls 
in Smithfield are held by the Beef Trust firms and their 
nominees. In every district in London, and in every 
town of any importance in the Kingdom, there are 
wholesale and retail depdts carried on by the Trust. 

The Alderney Scheme is the only project ever Fae 
before the public with any prospect of fighting the Beef 
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is, there would be no possibility of contact with animals 
= the Island, and no animal would leave the enclosure 
alive. 

Sir John M’Fadyean, the President of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, has considered this system 
h | of inspection, and has expressed the opinion that there 
is no appreciable risk of introducing disease to the 
Channel Islands or Great Britain through the proposed 
operations. 

To safeguard the Alderney breeders, the Syndicate 
will undertake to buy all their surplus cattle at a price 
to be fixed by arbitration, if not amicably arranged, an 
to deposit £5,000 as a guarantee fund with the States, 
to insure any_ loss sustained through an outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease traceable to the imeene’ ani- 
mals, or throu h the prohibition to import. their cattle 
to the other Islands or Great Britain. The export of 
cattle from Alderney averages about thirty head per 


Guernsey is twenty-five miles from Alderney, and the 
inter-communication is of the slightest. The inhabi- 
tants of both Islands nave no objection to the Scheme, 
further than the fear that the export of their cattle to 
this country will be interfered with. — 

How illogical is this opposition cannot be better 
illustrated than by instancing a traffic of which the 
Board of Agriculture takes no official cognisance, but 
which is fraught with infinitely more harmful possibili- 
ties than the Alderney scheme. In Northern France, 
from Ushant to Griz Nez, foot-and-mouth disease is 
endemic, yet a free traffic in all farm produce and live 

oultry is eariied on daily with Great Britain, unfettered 

y any restrictions. From St. Brienn, St. Malo, Gran- 
villeand Paimpol, all infected ports, exports of hay and 
straw to Guernsey are permitted daily. During the 
potato harvest there is a daily service to Jersey of 
vessels carrying labourers from the infected F rench 
farms. No case of foot-and-mouth disease in this 
country, or in the Channel Islands, has been traceable to 
these sources for very many years, and no restrictions 
have been placed on the importation of Channel Islands 
cattle to Great Britain : yet before one single case of 
infectious disease appears in Alderney, Jersey and 
Guernsey cattle are to be prohibited, because the Secre- 
tary of the Board «f Agriculture thinks the risks this 
project might involve would be more dangerous than 


The second answer which the Syndicate has to give to 
the objections of the Secretary of the Board of Agri- 
culture is that such a business as is now proposed in 
Alderney has been established for some time in Ant- 
werp without any of the precautions which the Syndi- 
cate proposes to introduce. The vessels, without ing 
disinfected, with their passengers, crew, and cattlemen, 
after landing the animals in Antwerp proceed to London 
and discharge their cargoes of maize and wheat. No 
notice is taken of this by the Board of Agriculture, and 
no special precautions are taken to protect the cattle of 
Great Britain from the risk of infection. 

In 1905, 50,000 sheep, and up to May, 1906, 40,000 
sheep were landed from Argentina in Antwerp, slaugh- 
tered there, and the carcases sent to England. Not one 
single case of foot-and-mouth direase has been dis- 
covered among this 90,000. Nor cana case of the disease 
in England be traced to Antwerp, although the meat, 
hides and offal are sent direct to Eng ish markets, 
through Hull and Harwich, and at times direct to 
London. 

If this business can be carried on through Antwerp, 
d|and will shortly be carried on throngh Havre, where 
land has been acquired for the necessary wharves and 
buildings by the American Beef Trust, without precau- 


tions and yet with complete immunity, it is Imcompre- 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. _ 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases cep] Swine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out | Out- | Slaugh- 
joreake| mals. jbreaks| mals. mals, | Other}, breaks.| tered * 

Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Dec.15 20 | 26 30] 52 | 230 
1905 ..] 24 39 22 38 30 22 166 
Corresponding week in {1904 ..]} 25 39 23 36 42 8 55 
198 16 | 27] | | 17] 23 76| 28 | 142 

Total for 50 weeks, 1906 .. | 893 | 1257 1046 1970 478 | 1215 | 6907 
1905 .. | 934 | 1273 1168 1999 856 787 3684 

Corresponding period in {1904 .. {975 | 1470 1463 2562 1265 | 1161 5457 
1908 .. | 732 1095 1403 2407 1621 | 1433 7744 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 18. 1906. 

IRELAND. ended Dec. 8 72 
1905 1 17 os oe 
Corresponding Week in { 1904 oe 6 - 3 
190% 14 4 122 

Total for 49 weeks,1906 8 8 | 167 .. | 230 | 92 | 1055 
1905 3 5 29 | 100 oe -» | 301 137 1415 

Corresponding period in 1904 4 7 il 34 - -. | 428 299 4105 
1903 3 10 4 5 2 -» | 554 300 3995 


Epizootic Lymphangitis; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec. 13, 1906, 


N »rx.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to [Infection 


hensible why the same business should be more danger- 
in Alderney, where the strictest precautions can be in- 
sisted on, between which Island and England there is 
not a small fraction of the communication there is 
between England and Antwerp or Havre. 

The promoters claim that this scheme should not be 
set on one side without further consideration. The 
effect it would have in maintaining the freedom of trade 
in Great Britain is of national importance, and the 
question as to whether its hypothetical dangers out- 
weigh its obvious advantages should be settled by a 
higher tribunal than the Board of Agriculture.—-7he 
Meat Trades’ Journal. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for this 
Degree was held on the 8th inst. at 10, Red Lion 
Square. Seven candidates entered for the examina- 
tion, and the undermentioned gentlemen passed 
and obtained the Diploma : 

Mr. Thos. Parker Capt. R. H. Holmes 

Geo. Moir A. J. Williams 

G. C. Lowe Mr. A. E. Payne 
_ The examiners were Messrs. J. Malcolm, W. Hunt- 
8s Prof. J. Macqueen, and W. J. Mulvey, Esq., in the 
chair, 


ArtuHur W. Hitt, Sec. 


EXAMINATIONS IN LIVERPOOL. 


At the December examinations of the students 
of the Liverpool University the following gentlemen 
the Final examination :— 

Mr. J. R. Hayhurst | Mr. F. 8S. Wirburton 
J. G. Runciman 


The following passed the Third Examination : 


Mr. W. D. Allan Mr. J. Lyle 
C §. Elphick P. B. Noble 
R. L. C. Forrest R. H. Oddy 


G. T. Henderson 
The following passed the Second Examination: 


Mr. H. Beckett Mr. J Holroyd 
P. D. Carey | 
The following passed the First Examination: 
Mr. A. Crewe | R. L. Lewis 


Cuas. BLackHurst, M.R.C.V.S., 
Secretary in Liverpool to the Board of Examiners. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Lieutenants J. S. Nimmo and J. A. Bosley embarked 
for India in SS. “ Rewa” on 19th inst. ; 

Lt.-Colonel R. Moore and Captain CU. H. Eylton- 
Jollitfe embarked at Bombay on 8.8. “ Assaye” 7th Dec. 
for home. 

An examination of candidates for Commissions in the 
Army Veterinary Corps will be held on 22nd and 23rd 


January next at the Army Veterinary School, Aldershot. 
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OBITUARY. 


Hersert Hatt, M.R.C.V.S., East Grinstead. 
Graduated, Lond : July, 1879. 


JoHn Dunst, V.S., St. Mellion, Cornwall. 


The death took place on the 13th inst., at the age of 
64, of Mr. Jno. 8. Dunstan, veterinary surgeon, of St. 
Mellion, Cornwall. As one who was so devoted to his 
profession would have wished, he died in harness ; he 
was taken ill whilst visiting a patient on the 9th, and 
collapsed rather suddenly a few pm s subsequently. He 
had an extensive practice and enjoyed the full confidence 
of a large number of agriculturists and other residents in 
the district. The practice was originally established by 
the great-great grandfather of the deceased. A self- 
taught man, but one whose recently published clinical 
notes prove him to have been a close observer and a dis- 
tinctly bold operator. The late Mr. Dunstan inherited 
these qualifications, and possessed keen perception. 
Had he enjoyed the advantage of a collegiate training 
there is no doubt he would have taken a front rank 
position among the veterinary surgeons of the present 
day. Of genial disposition, he was scornful to a degree 
of a mean action, and both in character and appearance 
was a fine type of an Englishman. The largely attended 
funeral took place on the 16th inst. amid every manifes- 
tation of sorrow. Mr. Dunstan leaves a widow and 
seven children to mourn his loss. The three sons are 
all members of the profession. The eldest, Mr. John 
Dunstan, for some time Professor of Surgery at the Dick 
Veterinary College, is now in practice at Liskeard ; the 
second son succeeds to his father’s practice. The 
youngest is also practising in the 


Personal. 

Mr. Srpney VILLAR has been appointed Consulting 
Veterinary Surgeon and Inspector at the Dairy Shows 
by the British Dairy Faimers Association in the room 
of Professor Axe, who has resigned owing to ill health. 

We are glad to be able to add that Mr. Villar is get- 
ting strong again. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


IS NEURECTOMY CURATIVE? 
ir, 

I am induced to ask this question of more advanced prac- 
titioners, in view of the fact that horses operated upon by 
myself have in several instances lived to a great age, with- 
out any of the sequel# which we all fear. Quite recently I 
heard of a horse still running in a tramcar, which was un- 
nerved by me 16 years before, which remained 13 years at 
work for the then owner before he disposed of him to a 
dealer, who sold him to the tram Company. Another 
which had been done 13 years, became paralysed and had 
to be destroyed at about 25 years. Yet another is still “the 
best in the yard’’ after a similar period of 13 years. There 
are others whose history is known to me and which have 
been working all sorts of periods, but the above are the 
longest of which any sure record is obtainable. I venture 
to think that if neurectomy is performed early enough, 
repair does take place, but whether by porcellanous deposit 
in the navicular bone or otherwise, I cannot say, but should 
be greatly interested in the views of readers whose oppor- 
tunities or whose industry has provided them with more 


Harotp Leeney, M.R.C.V.S. etc. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES AND SURGICAL 
DEMONSTRATIONS. 
Sir, 

May I inquire without appearing rude if those so-called 
demonstrations to veterinary societies are given gratuitously 
for the love of the thing, or does the demonstrator receive 
a fee for the operation? If the latter, may I suggest that 
the veterinary societies which may be favourably disposed 
towards ‘‘ Barnum Surgery,’’ should make their wishes 
better known. In your advertising columns I see the cards 
of three surgeon-specialists, and there are many others who 
do not advertise, yet they seldom or never give a demon- 
stration before a Society. I know one or two who have a 
few surgical tricks which they would like to perform any- 
where for payment, and in these dull times the fee—not to 
mention the excellent advertisement—would be very wel- 
come. If you will insert this letter in your next issue and 
append your answer you will muck oblige.—Yours, etc., 

H. M. Dare. 


THE PROPOSED ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 
Sir, 

Veterinary surgeons, especially young ones, who have 
conceived the ambition of reforming their brethren, are 
very frequently heard grumbling at what they call ‘‘ the 
apathy of the profession.’’ This phrase has been repeated 
so often as to become wearisome, but, really, the current 
Record affords ample proof that the complaint is not with- 
out justification. In the correspondence column we find a 
letter signed ‘‘Cato’’ bewailing the danger in which the 
“apathy’’ aforesaid has placed Major Butler’s proposal. 
Just below this epistle appears a shorter letter from Mr. 
Scott, of Bridgewater ; but, although the scheme has been 
alluded to by other correspondents, I believe that these two 
are the first letters which have appeared dealing with that 
subject alone. A comparison with the proceedings of the 
West of Scotland V.M.A., which has recently made some 
pretence of considering that ill-fated resolution, completes 
the demonstration of ‘‘ the apathy of the profession.” 

The deliberations of our worthy ncighbours across the 
Tweed demand an abler pen than mine to do them justice. 
Each member of that gathering at the Religious Institute 
Rooms in Buchanan Street, Glasgow, no doubt claims, to 
use another stock phrase ‘“ to have the interests of the pro- 
fession at heart,’’ but collectively, and individually in one 
instance, they evinced that heart-felt interest in a some- 
what singular manner. The report certainly suggests that 
the Scotsmen upon being reminded by Prof. J. R. M‘Call 
that the Council of the R.C.V.S. have allowed the question 
to lapse until raised again by the profession, thought that 
the less said the better about a proposal which might cost 
each of them a sum which one of their number magnifi- 
cently fixed as “ anything from 5s. to 10s. perannum.’’ At 
any rate, when they learned that the subject was “hung 
up ’’ for the present, they seem to have quietly dropped it 
without expressing any opinion upon it collectively. 

One member, however, in the course of a rather contra- 
dictory speech, did express an individual opinion, which 
really requires some justification. Mr. Rutherford thinks 
that ‘they should cut down the expenses of the Royal Col- 
lege if they wish to improve its financial position.’’ That 
is a very easy thing to say, but how is it to be done? Can 
it, indeed, be done? 

Except a few pounds for the annual dinner, what do the 
Council spend that is not absolutely necessary ? 

Can Mr. Rutherford, or those who agree with him, 
point to a single item regarding which it can be proved that 
the R.C.V.S. is soo lavish in disbursement ? 

Unless such proof can be furnished, retrenchment in 
expenditure ought not to be urged, and it is difficult to see 
how any man, after thinking the question out, can urge it with 
reference to this particular proposal. 

A glance at the balance sheet will show that, with our 
present income, no retrenchment could possibly benefit the 
finances of the R.C.V.S. to the extent that the proposed 
registration fee would.—Yours faithfully, 

“Lonpon GRADUATE.”’ 
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(QUARTER-EVIL. SYMPTOMATIC ANTHRAX.) 


The New Zealand Official Report on 8lackleg shows that the mortality from this disease 
has been reduced by 75 per cent. since vaccination was made compulsory. The vaccine is 


supplied in convenient form under the name of 


“ BLACKLEGOIDS.” 


‘* Blacklegoids’’ are’prepared by expert physiologists, especially for the use of the 
veterinary profession, as an efficient prophylactic. Their protective power is 
proved by reports from many veterinarians. 


By means of the ‘‘ Blacklegoid ’’ Injector, which is supplied free to Veterinary Sur- 
geons with orders for a certain quantity of ‘‘ Blacklegoids,’’ the vaccination 
can be safely and quickly accomplished. 


Aa M.R.C.V.S. writing on August 26th, 1905, states :—‘‘ The ‘ Blacklegoids’ I have used have 
given great satisfaction ; not a single inoculated animal has had quarter-evil.” 


Further particulars can be supplied to the Profession, on request. 


Telegrams : ‘* Cascara, London.” P A RKE, D AVI S & C O. em, —— Bank 


111 QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


The Weekly Edition now Exceeds 
1,800 Copies. 


Veterinary 


Edited by WILLIAM HUNTING, F.R.C.V.S. 


The 19th Year 


Commenced with the issue of July 7. 


Terms of Subsoription. 


Twelve months, a £0 15 O 

Foreign 016 6 
Six 076 
Four 7 050 
Three 039 


Orders for single copies by post, or short subscription 
(4 weeks (1/2,) etc.), should reach this office by first post 
on Frmay Morne. 

_ The Record is posted to Subscribers on Friday, usually in 
time for the 5 p.m. collection. The normal issue consists 


DISINFECTANT. 


NON-POISONOUS. 
NON-GORROSIVE. 


Recommended by the Board of Agriculture for the 
Prevention and Cure of Contagious Abortion 
in Cattle. See Officia! Leaflet 108. 

Does not corrode instruments or injure the 
operators hands. 

1 in 800 destroys Staph. pyogenes aureus 
in five minutes. 


Samples and Reports free to the Profession. 


Newton, Chambers & Co. Ltd. 


of 16 pages of literary matter but this is varied to 20 or | 
to 12, as may be cequired. 


THORNCLIFFE, nr. SHEFFIELD 
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C. H. HUISH & Co. 


THE ORIGINAL 


Cfelegraphie Address-— 


12 RED LION SQUARE,| Veterinary Partnership & Transfer Agency | PROSUM, LONDON. 


LONDON, W.C. 
One door from R.C.V.S. 


TELEPHONE— 


and Professional Employment Bureau. NO. 4639 CENTRAL 


Transfer Department.—Consultation as to purchase or sale of practices and partnerships, Complete valuations 
forpartnership, sale or prebate. Reliable assistants and locum tenens provided at short notice. Pupils indentures. 
atamped 10/6. Assistants’ bonds, officially stamped 5/-. Contract forms professional and forge 2/-. 


Practices for Disposal 


NEW ZEALAND. An established practice in a 
growing district where there is good hunting to be 
had, and represented as returning £500 per annum is for 
disposal, owing to vendor wishing to leave the country. 
The climate is good, and fishing, polo and other sports 
can be easily obtained. Price asked £500, which in- 
cludes complete outfit, gocd stcck of instruments, drugs,. 
a good all round hack, and use of convenient surgery 
Working expenses about £70 and living ischeap. Share 
in a Livery business may also be purchased. Vendor is 
well connected and could givesatisfactory home —" 
. 469 


west OF ENGLAND. Practice situated in one of 
the prettiest districts where excellent stock-raising 
is carried on, is for immediate disposal owing to vendor 


NEAR LONDON. A Practice established over 30 
1N years represented as returning about £500 per ann. 
is for immediate disposal owing to death of Principal. 
Excellent sporting and residential district. A.O. 454 


F,ASTERN COUNTIES. An excellent practice with 
a represented average return of £850, is for im- 

mediate disposal. Excellent house and stabling for 5. 

Price on application. A.O, 350 


HE “HUISH” Veterinarians Perpetual Diary and 
Visiting List: can be commenced at any time and 
used for three months when a refill is utilised. Visits and 
medicines indicated by signs. Large spaces for opera 
tions, memos, and ledger a/cs, P.M’s, parturition cases. 


having obtained an Appointment. Average returns are | certificates, tuberculosis charts, consultant’s record, ete. 
represented as about £450 per annum. Can be well | Contains no irrelevant matter ; is thin, wide, and ex- 
recommended. Introductions will be given in strict ro- | ceedingly light. With fine leather wallet, pencil and self- 


tation. A. 101 opening tablet, four refills A, and one B. 4/6 post free. 
“PROGRESSIVE” Teat and Udder Instruments 
POINTS. 


Original Introducers into England of 
as — ” M.F. Outfit with incorrodible Valves and *blocked end Catheter. In cedar 
case 5/-. 
“Evers’” M.F. Air Filter and Bellows and B.E. Catheter, 10/6. 
“ Zehl-Evers’” Air Filter, double hand bellows and B.E. Catheters and rubber teat stalls, 1'7/6 


“Oxygen” ee viz., Cylinder of Oxygen, rope cover, key, union, tubing and two B.E. 
Catheters, 45/-, 62/6. 


“Inglis-Evers’” (prov. pat.) Universal Air Filter, or Solution Injector, fitted with 
sterilizable flexible metallic tubing, and valves for preventing the milk from saturating the 
absorbent wool in cylinder, B.E. catheter. For air, 17/6; for air or solution, 21/-. 


Major Walker’s Universal Simplex Air Filter or Injector, 8/6. 


Inventor’s Authorised Makers of Barrett’s Papillatome for the easy removal of small 
tumours from the duct, 8 sizes at 3/-. 


“ Lewis-Lloyd’s” Treat Compressors for effectually preventing the escape of air or oxygen. 
Pair, 5/-, Four, 9/-. 


We do not supply these goods to any one outside the profession. 


C. H. HUISH & Co. Surgical Instrument Makers, 


And TRANSFER and PARTNERSHIP AGENTS, 
Agents for John Richardson & Co. Wholesale Druggists, Leicester. 


12 RED LION SQUARE, LONDON. W.C. 


Telegraphic Address—PROSUM, LONDON. TELEPHONE—No. 4639 CENTRAL. 
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